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A survey of air crash investigators and commercial pilots canvassing different​ scenarios that might have brought down Malaysia Airlines​ Flight MH370 has found the dominant professional view remains​ that Captain Zaharie Ahmad Shah hijacked his own aircraft and flew it to the end.

The majority opinion runs counter to the working theory of the Australian Transport Safety Bureau that MH370 was a “ghost flight” with unresponsive pilots, and went down quickly after fuel exhaustion.

The ATSB and a group of international experts is review​ing its strategy, going back to first principle​s as the $200 million underwater search it is directing, based on its “death dive” scenario, nears conclusion with no trace of the aircraft.

The Weekend Australian asked three international air-crash inves​tigators and six senior serving or retired commercial airline captains to assess five scenarios: a hijack gone wrong; an on-board fire; catastrophic rapid decompression; a rogue pilot killing all on board including himself by depressurising the aircraft soon into the flight; or the pilot hijacking the aircraft and flying it to the end.

Seven of the nine experts said by far the most likely theory was the last scenario, in which Zaharie, with the co-pilot locked out of the cockpit, depressurised the plane having donned his oxygen mask, with a supply of some hours, outlasting passengers and crew with their limited oxygen supply.

Zaharie would then have re-pressurised the aircraft after all but he were dead, and flown to the southern Indian Ocean, either ditching MH370 under power or gliding it to the ocean after fuel ran out to try to sink the aircraft in as few pieces as possible.
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An Australian air-crash investigator who now teaches at Central Queensland University, Geoffrey Dell, preferred the hijack-gone-wrong option, while former US airline captain turned air-crash investig​ator John Cox said the two most possible theories were an on-board fire or a rogue pilot.

If Zaharie was at the controls at the end, he could have flown MH370 outside the current 120,000 sq km target search zone.

Although the ATSB has insisted its pilotless “death dive” scenario is based on impartial analysis of known facts and satellite tracking data, critics have suggested it is trying to avoid having to say Zaharie hijacked his own aircraft as this would embarrass Malaysia.

The Boeing 777 disappeared on March 8, 2014, on a scheduled flight from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing with 239 people on board.

It turned around 40 minutes into the flight with its radar transponde​r turned off and with no further radio contact, before turning northwest and then south.

It has been revealed the FBI determined Zaharie had planned a similar flight route on his home computer flight simulator.

“In my opinion there is enough circumstantial evidence to say that captain planned, and executed, the destruction of the aircraft,” Mike Keane, a former RAF fighter pilot and retired​ chief pilot of Britain’s biggest airline, EasyJet, told The Weekend Australian. “If this is the case, it is a crime scene as well as an aircraft accident.”

